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Editor’s note 


In a recent survey in bushland at Flora Hill, students at the La Trobe University College found that 
over 40 % of Grevillea alpina plants in the survey area had died within the previous year. 
Grevillea alpina is a very important plant in the ecology of the region, the best source of winter 
nectar apart from the Red Ironbark. The latter tends to be dominated by Red Wattlebirds or other 
large honeyeaters, so the smaller honeyeaters, Yellow-faced, White-naped, Fuscous etc., rely on 
the Grevillea to meet the bulk of their energy requirements. Thus the loss of significant areas of 
Grevillea has grave implications for these species. 

Why are the Grevillea alpina dying off ? Will it get worse ? Is it a cyclic phenomenon ? We watch 
with interest. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. 

Back issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 


Help Save the Regent Honeyeater 
Author: Anne Bridley 


The Royal Australian Ornithologists Union is working in conjunction with the Molyulluh-Tatong 
(near Benalla) Tree and Land Protection Group to conserve remnant Red Ironbarks in the Lurg 
area. These Ironbarks are a favourite food for groups of Regent Honeyeaters which regularly visit 
in winter. In 1991 44 birds were seen here. 

Existing bush blocks and vegetation corridors have been mapped; 90% of the Ironbarks are on 
private land and need protection from domestic stock. Eighteen landholders have offered parts of 
their land for revegetation or fencing off from stock. 

An estimated 18.5 km of fencing is needed at a cost of $ 55 000 to protect the Regent Honeyeater 
at Lurg. The RAOU has decided to provide money to the Land Protection Group for fencing 
materials at priority sites. 

This project is a direct way of helping a threatened species which used to be much more common 
here in Bendigo. 

Donations can be sent to the RAOU at 21 Gladstone St. Moonee Ponds, Vic. 3039. 


Information for this article was taken from an article by Doug Robinson in Wingspan, No.7 
September 1992. 


Notes and Observations: 2 October 1992 Meeting 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Threatened Species 
Bush Thick-knee (1) Junortoun 5.9.92 


Migrants 

Clamorous Red Warbler (1) Strathdale Park, about 25.9.92 
Shining Bronze-cuckoo (1) Wellsford Forest 8.9.92 
Rufous Songlark (1) Longlea 13.9.92 

Rufous Songlark (1) Huntly 1.10.92 


Breeding 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill (building) Junortoun Sept. 92 
Purple Swamphen (on nest) Mandurang 20.9.92 

Oriole (nest) Lyal Glen 2.10.92 

White-plumed Honeyeater (nest) Lyal Glen 2.10.92 

Magpie (nest) Lyal Glen 2.10.92, (young in nest) Junortoun Sept. 92 
Magpie (young) Bendigo West Sept. 92 

Restless Flycatcher (building) Lyal Glen 2.10.92 

Black Duck (eggs) Lyal Glen 2.10.92 

Superb Fairy-wren (carrying nest material) Lyal Glen 2.10.92 
Willie Wagtail (building and finished nest) Lyal Glen 2.10.92 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (nest) Lyal Glen 2.10.92 

Shy Hylacola (? juvenile) Whipstick 

Grey Currawong (young in nest) Mandurang 1.10.92 
White-winged Chough (on nest) Mandurang 1.10.92 
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White-winged Chough (on nest) Junortoun 2.10.92 

Red Wattlebird (young) Junortoun Sept. 92 

Eastern Rosella (eggs) Junortoun Sept. 92 

Masked Lapwing (mating) Junortoun 13.9.92 

Masked Lapwing (young) Junortoun 2.10.92 

Galah (putting leaves in hollow) Junortoun 24.9.92 
Fuscous Honeyeater (building, feeding DFY) Sept. 92 
Crested Pigeon.(on nest) Junortoun Sept. 92 

Little Raven (on nest) Junortoun Sept. 92 

Striated Thornbill (2DFY) central Wellsford Forest 19.9.92 


Feeding — 
Collared Sparrowhawk (i) on Striated Pardalote Junortoun 13.9.92 


Other Observations. 

Flame Robin (2) Sugarloaf Range 8. 9.92 

Brown Goshawk (1) Strathfieldsaye 14.9.92 

Long-billed Corella (1) White Hills 2.10.92 

Blue-faced Honeyeater (SE) Junortoun 9.9.92 

Speckled Warbler (3) east end of Wellsford Forest 8.9.92 
Speckled Warbler (1) central Wellsford Forest 19.9.92 
Red-browed Firetail (3) Sugarloaf Range 8.9.92 

Variegated Fairy-wren (1M) central Wellsford Forest 19.9.92 
Variegated Fairy-wren (5) Longlea 20.8.92 

Boobook (1) Lyal Glen mid August 92 

Chestnut-rumped Hylacola (1) north end of Sugarloaf Range 8.9.92 
Little Lorikeet Axe Creek Longlea 13.9.92  . 

Little Grassbird Axe Creek Longlea 13.9.92 


Lists 

Wellsford Forest and Sugarloaf Range 8.9.92 

“Somerset Park” dam Strathfieldsaye Sept. 92 

Lyal Glen 6.9.92 

Junortoun Sept. 92: 

Wellsford Forest (central) 19.9.92 

Notes 

As can be seen the breeding season is now in full swing. One of us who has recently started 
keeping records of nests has been surprised at the large number of incomplete and abandoned 
nests. For example, the Crested Pigeons at Junortoun have left their fourth nest in the last few 
months, A broken egg was found under one tree. One pair of Yellow-rumped Thornbills started a 
nest in an Acacia genistifolia, left it incomplete to start a nest in a nearby Grey Box sapling and has 
now gone back to building the first nest. 


The range of the Variegated Fairy-wren is larger locally than was previously believed. A group 
has been visiting a bush block at Longlea since November 91. This block is mostly covered in 
box-stringybark woodland. The bird in the Wellsford Forest was found in a belt of Melaleuca 
decussata in otherwise open Red Ironbark Forest. 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of newsletters and magazines: some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the club librarian at our meetings. 


HABITAT (Australian Conservation Foundation) Vol 20, No.3 July 1992 

“Lake Eyre Basin” by Jim Puckridge discusses the contrasts of this unique internally draining 
wetland system. The maze of seasonal waterways, lakes, swamps etc. is an ecological puzzle in 
which a wide biological diversity has evolved. The importance of establishing an interstate system 
of management for the Basin is emphasised. 

““Macdonnells, Oases in the Desert” by Mark McLean reports on the significance of the fertile flood 
plains which surround the seemingly arid Macdonnell Ranges. Rain running off the slopes soaks 
in at the base, creating areas which are rich in seeds, soils and nutrients. Thus diverse habitats are 
created, providing homes for an astonishing and varied flora and fauna. However there are several 
environmental threats to the region; these are outlined, and suggestions made to combat them. 
“Flinders Ranges Mammals” by Dorothy Tunbridge recounts how the author, a language 
specialist, began to investigate the identities of the vanished species whose names were still used 
by the Adnyamathanha people of the region. She built up a store of information about each 
mammal from the memories of the elders, and, with the help of specimen skins from the South 
Australian Museum, was gradually able to identify animals lost from the area since European 
settlement. : 


THE BIRD OBSERVER (Bird Observers Club of Australia) No. 722, August 1992 

“Tasmanian Birds” is a collection of short articles covering a variety of species and habitats. The 
survival of. small birds in the snow, birds feeding almost in the waves of a stormy lake, and the 
exodus of certain species in winter are among the topics. The Orange-bellied Parrot and birds 
endemic to Tasmania are also mentioned. . 

“Striated Pardalotes” by David MacDonald and “Rarer than a Gold-mine” deal with various aspects 
of this species’ needs: their preferred habitat and food source, and their nesting requirements. 
Research into the use of artificial nest hollows in the forests south of Bendigo is outlined. 
“Nectar-rich Grevilleas” by Rodger Elliot details several species of this plant which will provide 
plentiful food for the nectar eating birds as well as beauty in the garden. 


Guest Speaker - October Club Meeting 
Author: Tom Burton 


Tan MacBean addressed the Club on the history of the pesticide industry and used the sorry tale of 
the cotton industry in the U.S.A. to illustrate how pesticide usage has led to the evolution of super- 
pests. Ian pointed out that by timing applications of pesticides to mesh with critical stages in the 
life cycles of the host and pest, it was possible to slash the amounts of pesticides used. Ian 
reviewed some of the alternatives to pesticide use, including the swamping of island populations 
with sterilized males, which rid one Caribbean island of screw fly. It was an interesting an 
informative talk, laced with fascinating examples including Australian ones. 


The Mistletoe was Doomed to Fail 
Author: Tom Patullo 


This is a story of.a mistletoe that was doomed to fail. Nature decreed that the mistletoe species be a 
parasite and live on other living species, also that the seed-carrying vehicle be a berry, composed 
mainly of a sweet, glutinous substance. This sweet jelly has a great attraction for the Mistletoebird. 
That beautiful small bird, with brilliant blue and red colouring, frequents areas where our 
mistletoes grow, (actually this bird is responsible, by a unique quirk of nature, for the propagation 
of the mistletoe species), as the fruit of the mistletoe is the bird’s favoured item of diet. The 
Mistletoebird eats the berry and digests the glutinous covering, leaving the undigested seed to be 
eventually passed through, and by said strange quirk of nature which decrees that the bird perches 
parallel to, or along the branch, and not across or at right angles to its perch, the seed adheres to 
the branch on which the bird is perched. And so the seed,- as seeds mostly do - begins to grow. 
It sends out a green shoot. This shoot, however, does not grow upward, but curves over towards 
the branch on which it has been deposited, and on contact, develops a sucker-like growth, which 
fastens firmly onto the host with a clamp-like connection. 

A lance-like shoot advances from the centre of this connection and pierces the bark of the host. 
The new growth.is then able to draw all the nutrients it needs, and so another mistletoe is born. 
But somewhere along the line nature erred and so this young mistletoe, after everything going so 
perfectly, was doomed to die. 

“Why should it fail:?” The seed had been deposited on a dead branch. 


Journey into History up the Campaspe River 
Author: John Lindner 


Part 2 (continued from October issue of Whirrakee) 


Campaspe River Fords (McLennan's and Noonan's Crossings) 

Round the next bend, you come to one of the most remarkable historic features of the area. This is 
a ford of bluestone blocks laid in the bed of the river. Each block measures about fifteen 
centimetres wide but the lengths are variable. The ford is gently curved downstream in the middle, 
and the wooden retaining beam on the downstream edge is still intact: it is about 25 metres long. 
Some repair work with concrete has been done on the east end. 


The ford was known as McLennan's Crossing, after the nearby selector. It was built by the Shire 
of Mclvor possibly in the mid 1870's, so that people on the west side of the river could get to Mia 
Mia where there was a hotel, a blacksmith and a store. The original route of this road to Mia Mia 
may still be followed through the paddocks. 


Noonan's Crossing is a just a short distance upstream from the anticlinal arch (see below). I have 
never seen it myself, and we will have to look out for it on our‘next trip. Perhaps the lake level has 
to be very low to expose it. It was constructed along the same lines as McLennan's Crossing, with 
bluestone blocks and a wooden beam. 


Duncan McLennan's 

On the east side of the river, the shire road climbed up gently to pass through a grove of very large 
Monterey Pines and some Pepper Trees. Here are two chimneys of bluestone indicating a building 
right beside the road. Foundations may be clearly discerned around one chimney, but not around 
the other. This is all that remains.of the wooden house built by Duncan McLennan, after whom the 
ford is named and whose property here was called "The Pines". McLennan selected the land in 
1867 or 1868, and remained there until 1900, when the property passed to a Mr. Knight. 


Henry Jasper's 

Just upstream of the ford, and on the east bank, is a small, neat building made of sandstone blocks 
(meaning rock of local origin), again with mud or clay mortar, and measuring 7.1 by 4.6 metres 
with a height of 2.2 metres. This building is ina beautiful state of preservation, with only part of 
the wall and gable at the north end collapsed inwards to reveal the internal structure of the chimney. 
Like the barn at "Flower Hill", the plinth projects slightly beyond the walls, which have been built 
in distinct layers. There are two centrally placed door openings (one with its timber lintel still 
intact), one each side, and two small windows on the river side (both with the remains of their 
wooden frames). The internal space was probably divided into two small rooms, with a ceiling of 
hessian. Two large flat stones comprise the steps from the door on the side facing the river. It is 
interesting that one large, rounded basalt boulder has been used on the outside of the chimney: it is 
not the blue-black normally associated with bluestone in buildings, but is the natural weathered 
reddish-brown. 


This house belonged to Henry Jasper, a selector who took up 40 acres here in about 1868. There 
is a deep permanent hole in the Campaspe River just below the site. The house was built by a 
renowned local tradesman called Phil Vye who specialised in such buildings. His name is 
commemorated in Vye Inlet on the southern shores of Derrinal Pool. Looking at the small, plain 
building, it is not hard to imagine the austere life of the early selector: living a hand to mouth 
existence by growing a few crops (oats, wheat, barley), raising a few pigs and working for other 
people nearby. 


The Jasper family experienced a terrible tragedy: one of the children, Mary Ann, aged 2 years and 
7 months, pulled a cauldron or copper of boiling water over on herself, and died from the injuries. 
She was buried in the Kyneton cemetery on January 15, 1868. The family being so poor, her 
father was the undertaker: the records state that he was a labourer of Redesdale. The Jaspers then 
moved to the Mathoura area where they still have a stronghold. 


Of all the ruins to be seen along this strip of the Campaspe, the skeleton of this little building is the 
most eloquent. One is easily impressed with the great skill with which materials taken straight from 
nature have been wrought into a neat home in the wilds. Large eucalypts grow quite close to the 
house on the river side, shading the banks. Grass grows right up to the walls, obliterating 
completely any sign of human activity around the site. No careless modern junk marrs this tranquil 
spot. 


Basalt Yards at Gibbards 


On the west side of the river, the road from McLennan's Crossing winds its way steadily upwards 
out of the river valley. Although now unused for vehicles, it is clearly discernible as it cuts across 
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the contours at a gentle angle. Passing out of the sedimentary country to the volcanic, you reach a 
remarkable yard constructed of basalt quarried from the surroundings. The yard, about 38 metres 
square (slightly longer on the north and south sides), presents an imposing construction which 
must have involved immense labour. The walls are made of two opposing lines of basalt blocks, 
leaning in slightly towards each other, and laid without mortar. Thus the base is wider than the 
top, upon which sits a row of capping stones. Some of the lower blocks are very large indeed, but 
there are many smaller pieces between them. The walls vary in height according to the ground 
level, but are up to 1.4 metres high on the inside and up to 1.7 metres on the outside. There is a 
two metre opening on the north side,.the sides of which reveals the structure as described. On the 
south and west sides there are openings of about four metres, each flanked by large wooden posts 
which perhaps once held the gates. The floor of the yards is practically all natural stone surface and 
quite level except for a big drop on the east side. _ 


The yards were on the property of the Gibbards, who were settlers here, and were used for 
holding cows. It is most likely that craftmen built the yards, as the construction is very skilful. 
Gibbards Lane is named after them and leads onto the Redesdale-Eppalock Road. There is another 
similar yard located to the north. 


Natural Features along the Campaspe River 


Anticlinal Arches . / 

Upon leaving the ruins and beautiful dark European trees of "Flower Hill", there is a sudden 
constriction in the waterway as you enter the river proper. One kilometre from "Flower Hill", as 
you approach a very tight bend to the right, a very large anticlinal arch may be seen on the left 
bank. It comprises.a single thick stratum of rock, bent over like a shield and looking like a tunnel 
into the ground. This arch is about half a metre thick and is about eight metres in length. Inside 
there is room for several people to crouch on the steeply sloping rock floor which has subsided to 
create the space. At the top of the diminishing space there is a hole letting in light to the cavity. 
Sprays of Blanket Fern grow on the lip of the arch. The curving of the strata in the hillside and 
lake shore rocks reveals the huge fold of which this arch is the centre. The full supply level of 
Lake Eppalock would reach quite close to the mouth of the arch. 


Further upstream, directly opposite the ruins of George Wood's hut and gardens, there is evidence 
of a huge anticline in the strata. The sides of the arch extend for the full depth of the hill and are 
spaced a good 100 metres apart, but the top of the arch is missing. 


Vegetation 

The vegetation of this area could really only-be classed as "remnant", but there are still some 
interesting plants to be seen. The main trees are Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa), but there is a 
scattering of Yellow Box (E. melliodora) and some isolated specimens of White Box (E. albens) 
and Red Stringybark (E. macrorhyncha). Other notable shrubs include: 


Wirilda Wattle Acacia retinodes (by the river) 
Blackwood A. melanoxylon 
Silver Wattle - A. dealbata 


River Bottle-brush Callistemon paludosus (by the river) 
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Drooping Sheoak 
Narrow-leaf Hop-bush 

- Wedge-leaf Hop-bush 
Sweet Bursaria 


Allocasuarina verticillata 
Dodonaea angustifolia 
Dodonaea cuneata 
Bursaria spinosa 


Just near the point where a substantial rock bar and a grove of River Bottle-brush indicate the 
upper limit of the slack water and entry of the running water in summer, there is a huge vertical 
wall of sedimentary rock, covered in lichen. However there are many interesting plants growing 


on this wall, among them: 

Purple Coral-pea 
Green Ground-berry 
Daphne Heath 
Rock Correa 
Black-anther Flax-lily 

Prickly Starwort 
Magenta Stork's Bill 


Fauna 


Hardenbergia violacea 
Acrotriche serrulata 
Brachyloma daphnoides 
Correa glabra 

Dianella revoluta 

Stellaria pungens 
Pelargonium rodneyanum 


On one of my walks along the river, many Black Wallabies were seen streaking rapidly back from 
the open areas where they had been feeding to the cover of the bush along the banks and cliffs. 
Evidence of their browsing on shrubs was quite noticeable. 


Some distance up a valley from the McLennan site, a huge, isolated Grey Box tree supports a very 
substantial Wedge-tailed Eagle's nest, comprising a huge stack of accumulated sticks, indicating 
many years of use. Eagles have not been observed nesting here for some time. 


Other detailed bird observations have not been made. 


Conclusion 


This narrow strip of country along the Campaspe River above Lake Eppalock is full of evidence of 
human occupation and usage. The ruins and the large expanses of cleared pastoral land are a 
constant reminder that the area has seen great changes since Major Mitchell passed through in 
1836, and crossed the Campaspe below Redesdale on 5 October. The river valley also holds a 
significant narrow strip of remnant habitat, a quiet and peaceful place which perhaps has not 


changed so much over that time. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE ‘YEAR: ENDED 31 JULY 1992. 


GENERAL ACCOUNT 614-6439-4439 


“RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES 
Membership 2400.00 Whirrakee Production 970.86 
Subscription 196.00 Whirrakee Postage 486.06 
Supper 131.29 Affiliation 143.00 
Sales 1216.00 Petty Cash 90.00 
Donation 120.00 Bank Charges 24.52 
Interest: Standard 386.71 Guest Speaker Costs 25.00 
Compound 107.61 494,32 Stationery 83.27 
Government Grants 1850.00 Miscellaneous: 
Supply Mammal Boxes 150.00 Printing notices 37.02 
Auditor 30.00 
Items for resale 970.00 
Insurance 176.07 
Bird Group 92.70 
Mammal Group 146.72 
Social costs 4.72 
Plant press 10.00 
P.O. Box rental 37.00 
Printing brochures 95.00 
Nest-box manufact. 350.00 
Filing system 44.90 1994.13 
Surplus for year 2741.27 
$6558.17 $6558.17 


Bank Balance at 1 August 1991 Bank Balance at 31 July 1992 


Cheque A/c 62.97 Cheque A/c 2696.63 
Term Deposit 4515.34 Term Deposit 4622.95 
Term Deposit 1350.00 Term Deposit 1350.00 
5928.31 
Surplus for year 2741.27 
8669.58 $8669.58 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of 
receipts and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement 
of receipts and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have 


taken place in the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. during 


Progr 
. W: ld. C.P.A. 
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Auditor Lyfe 


the financial year ended 31 July 1992. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED ‘31 JULY 1992 


PUBLICATION ‘ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS | EXPENDITURES 
Sales: : Printer 13124.00 
Wildflowers of Bendigo 2265.00 Bank Charges 19.91 
Eucalypts of Bendigo 2806.00 Stationery and Postage 26.05 
Birds of Bendigo 3350.00 Photocopying 40,00 
Interest: Standard 410.15 | 
Compound 305.56 715,71 
Postage 28.00 
9164.71 
peficit for year 4045.25 
$13210.10 $13210,10 
Bank Balance at 1 August 1991 Bank Balance at 31 July 1992 
Cheque A/c 441.40 Cheque A/c 1455.15 
Term Deposit 1157.73 Term Deposit 2755.17 
Term Deposit 7078.53 Term Deposit 3300.00 
Term Deposit 4677.91 Term Deposit 1800.00 
9310.32 
Deficit for year 4045.25 
13355.57 $13355.57 


I have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of 
receipts and expenditures and I am able to report that in my opinion the statement 
of receipts and expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have 
taken place in the bank accounts of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. during 
the financial year ended 31 July 1992... 


DeB Wr. t C.P.A. 


Auditor Z i; ‘/yfe v 


Club Excursion to Jackass Flat 
Author: Win Demeo 


On Sunday October 18th, nine members of the club went on a walk around Jackass Flat. We saw 
Golden Everlastings, a large stand of Calytrix, White Tea Tree, Small Wrinkle Wort, Sun Orchid, 
Style Wort, Wax Lip Orchid, Red Box, Pink Fingers and the female flowers on a Casuarina tree. 

I was pleased to see Elsie Flannagan on the walk. Thanks to John Lindner and Ann Bridley for 
leading the excursion. 


From the Syllabus of the Mid-Murray Field Naturalists Club: 


The outing on November 22 will be to Coobool Downs Lake (Leader: John O’Bree) 
Please check the details of meeting place and time with John (ph. Nyah 321134) 


Notice from the Timboon Field Naturalists Club 


The March Campout (March 1993 !) to “Kangaroobie” Princetown will be held on the Labour Day 
Weekend (March 6,7,8) 

The excursion is fully catered and BFNC members are invited to spend an enjoyable weekend 
along the south west coast. The program is yet to be finalised but includes the Great Ocean Road, 
Mutton Birds, glow worms, scenic drives (rain forests), wildflowers and many bird species. 

Full payment will be required when booking. 

Approximate cost is $ 75 and this includes meals from Saturday to Monday Lunch. 


From the Syllabus of the Ballarat Branch of the Bird Observers Club: 


The outing on November 22 will be to Lake Goldsmith in the morning to look at waders (Leader: 
Murray Grant) and to Beaufort in the afternoon to look at bush birds (Leader: Ivan Tiley). 
Members of the BFNC are welcome to attend. Please contact the Secretary Mrs. Helen O’Donnell 
for details (053) 321162. 
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Diary 
General Meeting 


Wednesday November 11 7:30pm, Department of Food and Agriculture (formerly DARA), Epsom 
Speaker: Jane Cleary on an Earthwatch expedition to look at the status of the Red-billed Chough. 


Bird Observers Group 

Friday November 6, 7:30pm, DARA, Epsom 
Speaker: Dr Tom Burton on Birds in Vineyards 
Bird of the Night: Rufous Bristlebird 


Friday December 4, 7:30pm DARA, Epsom 
Speaker: Joe Benshemesh on the Conservation of the Mallee Fowl 
Bird of the Night: Lewin Honeyeater 


Mammal Survey Group 
Wednesday November 25, 8pm 


Committee Meeting 
Wednesday November 21, 8pm. Please contact the President Rob Moors (39 6254) for 
information about the venue for this meeting. 


Excursions 
Sunday November 1: The Victorian Field Neatelats Club invites members of the BENC to join 
them on their excursion to the Whipstick. Please contact Rob Moors (39 6254) for details. 


Sunday November 11, John Lindner will lead an excursion to Black Hill Rownen near ea and 
the Cascades on the Coliban River near Metcalfe, We will meet outside the Ministry of Education 
Complex in Havlin Street at 9 am. This will be an all day excusrion, so we suggest that you bring 
food, drink, hats and sunsceen. 

For further information contact John Guley (49 3479) 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: A eabee either bring a plate or pay $1.00 for 
supper. This small amount is used by the Teak to reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 
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Box/Ironbark Forest 
Author: David MacDonald 


We are familiar with the term Box/Ironbark Forest and these photographs exemplifies the term. 

At first glance the tree on the front cover of this issue of Whirrakee is a Red Ironbark, Eucalyptus 
sideroxylon, however closer examination shows that the bark furrows are not as deep as normal 
Ironbark. The photograph below shows the upper bark of the same tree. Yes, its a box tree, 
probably Grey Box, Eucalyptus microcarpa, although three other box species were growing within 
20 metres of this tree. Therefore this hybrid aptly describes the Bendigo forest we are all familiar 
with. Eucalypt hybridisation has been reported in other locations around Bendigo. Both Don 
Franklin and Rod Orr have indicated their knowledge of the existence of other eucalypt hybrid 
variations, and perhaps other members would like to add their experience of strange looking 
eucalypts. The specimen shown here was seen in Davey Rd, Mandurang State Forest. 


AS. 


